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the head and reached the skull. Wounds of that character bleed freely. At 
the place Conley says he found blood, there was no blood. Conley says 
there was a cloth tied around the head as though to catch the blood, but 
none was found there. 
 
One Barrett says that on Monday morning he found six or seven strands of 
hair on the lathe with which he worked and which were not there on Friday. 
The implication is that it was Mary Phagan's hair and that she received a 
cut by having her head struck at this place. It is admitted that no blood 
was found there. The lathe is about three and one-half feet high, and Mary 
Phagan is described as being chunky in build. A blow which would have 
forced her with sufficient violence against the smooth handle of the lathe 
to have produced the wound must have been a powerful one, since the 
difference between her height and that of the lathe could not have 
accounted for it. It was strange, therefore, that there was a total 
absence of blood and that Frank, who was delicate, could have hit a blow 
of such violence. 
 
Some of the witnesses for the State testified the hair was like that of 
Mary Phagan, although Dr. Harris compared Mary Phagan's hair with that on 
the lathe under a microscope and was under the impression it was not Mary 
Phagan's hair. This will be the subject of further comment. 
 
Barrett and others said they thought they saw blood near the dressing 
room, at which place Conley said he dragged the body. 
 
Chief of Police Beavers said he did not know whether it was blood. 
 
Detective Starnes said, "I do not know that the splotches I saw were 
blood." 


