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ATLANTA, Ga.. April 2t.—Concluding
their plea that the extraordinary mo-
tion for a new trial should be granted,
attorneys for Leo M. Frank presented
to-dayv direet evidence that Jim Con-
ley, the negro accuser of IFrank, mur-
Gered Mary Phagan in the busement of
the National Pencli Factory,

This evidencse =0 surprised Solicitor
Genera! Hugh Dorsey ihat he asked for
a posiponement, sand Judge B. H. Hill
adjourned the heaving until next Fro-
duay, when the State will attempt o
rebut the evidence offered by the de-
fondandt. )

The affidavit of a colored woman, whao
swore that Conley had confessed to
her to the murder of Mary Phagan; the
affidavit of a white Baptist minister
that he heard a negro identified as
Conley admit the murder, and the af-
fidavit of a woman, who said she saw
Frank at his desk in the factory after
Mary Phagan went down the steps to-
ward the street were the sensations
sprung by the defense.

Annie Maud Carter of 8814 \Wast Linden
Avenuce., colored. recently sentenced b_vl
Juder 1Tl e twenty yvoars ‘n the
renitentiary for highway robhory,
who »htained a new trial snd was re-
leased on bond, swore that Conley in
Christinas week promised to tell her the
truth about the crime if she would prom-
ise to marry him, and on this promise
she swore that he admitted the mmurder
to her and gave her many details, ex-
plaining the opening of the basement
door and the disappearance of the slain
girl’s purse.

The witness testified that she was:

sent to jail on Oct. 7, 1913, and that in
Noventher she met Jim Conley there and,
often stopped in the corridor of his cell
and talked with him. He spoke freeily:
about the crime. she testified. Dbut at
Tirst said be was innoc:eni of any con-
nection with it, excent ithut he carvried:
the hody 1o the hisement.

T.ater Conley told her. she said,
he a8 *‘so0 near cuilty that he had:
lost hope.” IVhen Conlex told her that,
he would tell her the truth if she would
promise to marry him. she said he ad-
mitted he killed the gzirl, implicating
Frank. Immediately thereafter, in the
same cohversation, he admitted he had
lied about Frank, she said, and then
he told her that he had killed Mary
Phagan and that Frank knew nothing
of the crime.

When Mary Phagan came down the
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‘steps of Frank’'s office, she swore Con-

| some one wished to speak to her.

|
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ley told her, he called to her and Sc-.‘_;l.rild
She
walked bhack toward the elevator, and
then he s=sald he &knocked her in the
head. choked her, and dropped her body
down the hole near the elevator to the
basement.

Tried to Divert Susplcion.

Then. tine affiant swore, the negro ad-
mitted he wrote notes in an effort to

| fasten suspicion of the c¢rime on Newt

t
|

|

Lee, the negro night watchman. First
he said he put the notes in the slain
girl’s bosom. but decided later to leave
them on the floar beside the beody. He

“then took one of the instruments used

‘to open boxes,

the withess testified

Conley =aid, and forced the lock off the

“door,

|

‘marry

Then me sard he went to a saloon
amd had a glass of heer, and later re-
turned to the factory to his work to
draw suspicion away from himself.
Later in theday he became intoXicated,
she said he told her,

Conley explained the missing purse,
the woman swore. by saying that he
spent the money and gave the purse 1o
a little negro givl. who is notl named,

The woman told in detail of notes
whica she said Conley wrotle to her, and
of the  nroposals ivhich she said the
notes contained. He told her, she as-
certed, that he wanted to serve his
twelve months™ sentence, and then
fer. 1f she didn’t marry him,
she asserted he told her, he would zo to
Cincinnati and marry a white woman
there.

The woman asserted that yvesterdayv
she was at Police Headqguarters and

Detectives Lanford, Chewning and Stu-
divant took an affidavit from her.

‘** I knew that they were trying to pro-
tect Conley,” she said, " and so I didn't
tell them the truth abhout what he hagd
said to me in the jali., I knew he was
Zuilty and that Mr. I'rank was not, but

I knew tiiey would want to help Con-'

ley, so I didn’t tell them. I went to
Mr. Jake Jacobs on Decatur street right
after they talked (o me and told all
about it.’* It was Jacobs who sent the
woman to the offices of Frank's attor-
neys, where she told her story. She
signed the second affidavit a few hours
after the headguarters visit.

The full text of the affidavit swhich
she made at headquarters was not made
public. but Chief Lanford said that in
it the woman swore that a man friendly
to Frank had told her that she would
make enough to live in luxury the rest
of her life if she would get Conley to

contess. She_ failed, she swore in the
affiduvit made for the detectives, to
zel{ any admission from Conley, al-

though she freguently went to his cell
door and talked with him for hours.
This, according to the Chief, was the
substance of the affidavit.

Heavrd Negro Confess to Crime.

The Rev. C. B. Ragsdale of Kirkwood,
pastor of the &Plum Sireet Baptist

Church, testified in an affidavit that
on the Monday after the tragedy, April
2G, 1913, he went into an alley off Madi-
son Avenue, behind the Terminal Hotel,
and saw two negroes comie into the al-
ley after he did. It was dark and they
could. not see him and he did not see
them, he testified, but could tell rrom
their wvoices that they were negroes,
One of ihem, he said, admitted killing
a girl in the pencil factory.

““I'!m in tirouble. 1 killed a little girl
at the facitoryv the.other day and I want
vou to help me,” he said he heard one
say. and that the other asked:

‘*Who was thare besides you?

The 1itness said the {f{irst one an-
swered:

“ Nobody except Mr. Frank, and I'm
not sure about him.” . .

Mr. Ragsdale said he waited until the
negroes left, not wishing to pass the
thei:. Qutside. he said, he met R. L.
Barber, 2 member of his congregation,
and told Barber what he had overheard.
3arher aunswered, he said:

- Thuat's the murder they're having so
Irilvt exditewnent about. You'd better
not =iy apnvthing, or it will mean a heap
ef trouble.” ‘Therefore, the NDasior swory,
he said nothing until yesterday., when
he went voluntarily to tne oifice of
counsel for the defense and made nis
arfidavit, being unable to withhold hini-
self {rom the case any longer.

R. i.. Barber’s affidavit set forth that
he llved now in Temple, Ga., but for-
merly llved in Atlanta and worked here
as a gas fitter and plumber. ke swore
he saw higs pastor get off a car and eun-
ter the aliey, and saw the negroes fol-
low him after a moment.

They stayed In there about a minute,
he sald, and he became uneasyv and

started toward the alley. As he neared
it the twe negroes came baclkk out and
| passed him, and he recognized one of
 them as Jim Conley, whom he kKnew
from having seen the negro when le
{Barber) was doing some work for the
Busy Iee Café in the pencil faciory
bullding. Mrur. Ragsdale told him then,
Barber swore, of the conversation he
caid he heard, and he counseled him tlo
KeeD it quiet.

Affidavits signed by the attorneys for
the defense followed these two affidavits,
setting forth that they knew nothing of
this evidence until vesterday afternoon.

Solicitor Dorsey objected to the intro-
duction of the affidavits. There was no
showing, he said, to preclude the proba-
bility that some of fthe innumerable
agents or detectives of the defense knew
of the testimony previously. It was un-
fﬁjr to the Court, said he, to permit
this,

Judge Hill admitted the affidavits,
ruling that at any time until the grgu-

ments began the defense could amend its

exiraordinary ynotion. .
Atlorney Rosser  indignantly  repudi-
ated any insinuation ibhat the deiense

would coinceal anything from the Court.
“We are giving everything to yvou as
fast as we get it.,” said he.
Several affidavits were introduced
testifing to the characters of Mr. Rags-
dale and Mr. Barber.

Saw Girl Leave Franli's Office.

The third sensation was the testi-
mony of Mrs. Maud Bailey, supnorted
by- the statement of her mother, 3rs.
Mae Barrett.

Mrs, Bailey testified that she saw a
girl, answering Alary Phagan's de-
scription, leave Frank's office on the
day of the iragedy between 12:10 and
12:20 o’clock, and that T'rank remained
in his office. M\irs. Bailey said she was
waiting near the office door for her
mother, who joined her 1ater. Frank
was still in his office when they left
the factory. both asserted.

The witness said that she looked in at
the factory at 11:45 o'clock, going to the
second floor, and saw Jim Conley as
she went up. She also saw in the office,
she said, Y.eo M. Frank, Arthur White,
Afrs, White, and Franks's stenographer.

The Iast thiree, she said, left Frank's
office whnile she continued waiting for
her aeother. That left her alone with
TTrank in tre office. At 12:100 o'clock
she saw a young il come up and enter
Frank's (ffice. The girl was small in
stature, she gaid, and was of heavy
huild. She was dressed in a pink or
lavender dress. After two or three min-
iltigzts, the girl, she said, came out and
eft.

Mrs. Barrett swore she tried to tell all
this to Solicitor Dorsey, but she said

he became angry and abused her until

she was confused, and_then she made
an affidavit of some character almost
without knowing what she swore.

The lawyvers for the defense submit-
ted the afridavit as a further amend-
ment, with the showing that they knew
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) ern Heights Baptist Church.

nothing of this evidence until yester-
day. They submitied, alsoc, an affl-
davit from Mrs. dAlae Bariett, corrob-
orating, as far as she knew them, the

statements involving her in Mrs. Bai-
lev's affidavit.
Solicitor Dorsey obhjected to admit-

ting the affidovits, tut Judge Hill over-
ruled him.

“In a case like this T am going to
make a rather liberal construction of
the rules with reference to these affi-
davits,”” said Judge Hill

When the affidavits had been read
and the Judge allowed them to be filed
as amendments to the motion, the hear-
ing was adjourned until next IFriday so
that the Solicitor might have time to
produce evidence in rebuttal. The de-
fenseé asked the court to have Mr. Dor-
sey furnish copies of the affidavits,
which he would then introduce, but the
court refu=zed the request, and Mr., Dor-
sey said he did not wish new afridavits
to be placed in the defense’s hands until
properiy introduced,.

Tillk of I'ruSecutin;.:‘ Affinnits,

Solicitor Dorsey is reported to be pre-
paring prosecutions involving several of
the affidavit-makers for the defense, as
well as those who had been instrumental

in obtaining the statements. He would
not comment to-day on the sensational
developments, aside {rom the comment
that they would bear investigation.
Detective Burns is understood to have
in his possession the alleged messages
that pa=ssed hetween Jim Conley and the

rnnegro woinan, Annie Maude Carter, as |

well as several other specimens of the
pegro's handwriting. Birng  visited
Chief it.anford at PDolice Headquarters
this morning. and reqgquested that he be
allowed to s=ee the affidavit of Alrs,
Nina Formby charging T.eo Frank with
abnormality. Buirnsg was accompanied
by an attorney. Chief Lanford for the
gecond time refused to let Mr. Burins sce
the affidavit, declaring that he would
not show it to the detective until after
the case was over, and them come to
Police Headquarters alone.

Alr. Burns said@ he would wait until
the hearing now in progress had been

coucluded, and then come i2lonhe to Hez;(}- !
1is

quarters. although he expressed
amazement thiat Chief Lanford svould

not permit him to have any cuuipaiions .

on his visits to the station house.

The Rov. &0 B, Razsduale, one
new atiiants for the dsfeunuse,
in Atlanta about three years.

Previous to that he was well kuown
here, preaching trequently nt the West-
: He lived
in North Georgia at the time. He ac-
cepted a call to the Western Heights
Baptist Church about threec years ago,
leaving there not long afterward to
take over the pastorshlp of the Capltol
View Baptist Church,

His present charge is the Plum Strect
Baptist Church, which he assumed
1WQo yvears ago. Mr. Ragsdale s a
member of the Atlanta Baptist Mine-
isters’ Conference.
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