PRISON HEAD, IN IRONS,
- SAW MOB SEIZE FRANK

|
Cept. Burke Hendculffed and
 Taken to Hospiial to Scc

Eynchers at Work.

Speeial to The New York Times.

MILLEDGIIVILLLE,  Ga., Aug., 17—
Captain J. M. Llurke, Superintendent oi
the State Prison Farm. gives the {ollow-
irg account of the seizuyre of L.eo M.

rrank. .

I was called {to the door just as 1
was preparing to reiire, and feliowing
my usual cusiom I wilked out. When
I passed the threshold two strong men
grabbed ime and in an instuant snapped
handeuffs upon my wriste, Four oth-
ers stood guard over me, two with
shol zuns and two with heavy pistols.
| 1 remonstrated and they doeciared it
was 1o use for me to s, as they
had come tor {.eo Firunk g were go-
ing to get him. 1 teld toem thiat
Trank wwas not at my house and they
said they knew thai, but they were
going 1o talte me where they hnew
I'rank was guartered.

I was marched uw io the penitentiary
building by a guard, which was re-
doubled us we procecded. When weo
reached the bhuilding a demand was
made for the gate to be opened and
one of the men beZan cuttiny the
wires and informed me -that the
prisoner would he killed as soun as
an entrance was effeoeted. '

The gate was unlocked .and Night
Guara .S. Hester came. forward, but
he was immediaiely covered-and ord-
ered to throw up his hands, iiaty
wav up the steps I was halted while
half a dozen men rushed by me and
made a dash for Fran¥'s room. One
of the prisoners who witnessed this
scene declared that four men <eized
Franlk by his arms amd legz, wilile a
fifth grabbed him by the halr aad he
was drogoed out of the hosnitad and
bumped down thie stone steps with
me looking on.

IPrank unever uttered a word, but ap-
parently he was suifering intensely
and groaned as {rom dain inflicted in
handling him in hus wodiided con-
dition. .

The crowd informed me that they
did not intand to harm anybody ex-
cept L.eo Fiank and told me not to
have any fiavr.  Toe affair was com-
pierted within the space of five min-
utes, it seomed to e, and atmoest be-
fere we realized thoe enmmily of the
occurrelice it was o wirltien chapter,

During the ontire performance 1 was
hundetfr~d and npder guard. YWhen
the cerewd rought Frank doswvn and
staried off I ashied {he fellow who
had snapped the handeuffs {0 uniock
them, hut Lie hnvchicd and seid that
it 1 woeuld aceompany  thiemt they
wonuld tnke off the irons. 1 reloried
{hat i°d be damned if i'd go auywhere
aith theim.

'he whole procodure wWas oo well-
timed and 1. woelicordered and
moethodical preorosition and only a fow
werds were spoken, it evidenily being
avreed for o leader to do the iallking.
tmly two of the men were juasked,
it T did »not recoznize any of them.
Then in lovs time Jhan i tawes 1o tell
it. they were off and [ coiild aee the
fights flashing o they went over the
Rill toward XMerivweiher, the rood that
leads to Atlanta,

'The YWarden's Siory.

i Warden ganes I, Sinith of the State
penitentiary syvsiem, degeribad the at-
tack ag a very careluliy planned affair.,
' He said:
' 1 wns srending e night at nmy
bonie adiiveont to th - nuun building,
as 1 asualty do uunger uaormed con-
ditiens. 1 had jrsi ogone v when 1
was called from the front., 1 inguired
wno 3t owans, Sad hen Some Dume WwWits
Cowiven i oo concitintory tone whiclhh 1
| did not under~iana. Huat as my name
I owas culled famiitarly 1 went {o the
door with 2 Ianfern in one hand and
my olher hand on mi) pisiol. : .
When I onened thice door half a dozen
mion confronted 1mc with pisicls and
guns thrust into my faes, They com-
manded e to throw up my hands,
anad there was nothing else to do. At
this juncivre my wife rushed up and-
{él} swooening in my arms, and the men
ordered Mme to corac on and go o the
camp. '
My vwife interprosed and they told her
they were mix friends and her friends
and o1 bier not 1o be afratd, bt she
kent ciuncing o me. Then one of the
men told thom teo 2o on, bk he re-
considered and <aid one or {wo more
of them bhad beittey romain withh me,
They ket me covereri for nrobhably
five or =ix minuir=. then feci my
pistal, Jjumied bt an automobhile
possing 1y and were mons, The affair
was Tihisqhed =o o gquickiy it is hiard to
suay how 1t v enrried out aid 1T am
comypleealy . iy wits' ends in the
mnatier.
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