The Statement Will Bes “a Word

(OVERNOR PREPARES
FOR FORMAL INQUIRY

Conference with Prison Board

and a Statement First, Then
Offer of Reward.

AMOUNT. LIKELY TO BE $500

for the Good Name of Georgia ' '—
Leti*ers Urging Action Pour In.

Special to The New York T'imes.

ATLANTA, Aug. 18.—In preparation
for a formal inquiry into the lynching
of Leo M. Trank, Governor Harris
has called a conference with the three
merabers of the Stale Prison C(Commis-
sion . for tomorrow, after which, it is
likely, he will offer a reward of 500
for the capture, with evidence to con-
viet each member of thie mob that
\vynched rank. The Governov intended
holding a conference with the commis-
~ion this afternoon, but Judge T'. I£. Pat-
terson was called to Columbus on busi-
ness, and the conference was postponed
until tomorrow. Following the confer-
ence, QGovernor Harris will give out a
statement concerning tire iynching.

““ T want to speak a word for the good
name of the State of (Georgia,” sald the
Governor, ‘“‘and 1 am preparing my
statement concerning the Frank lynch-

ing now.
““* An awtul criine has been committed
against Georgia,”’ he continued. ° The

breaking into the State prison, the ab-
duction of the State’s ward, and subse-
quent lynching of him by the mob must
be probed to the fullest. 1 will prob-
ably ofier the highest reward permitted
by the State laws for the capture of
each man who had anything to do with
the lynching of Frank, which is 3500,
For half an hour this afteranaoon Gov-

ernor Harris was closeted with Commis-
gioner I. L. Rainey of Dawson, who
came with Judge Patterson on Tuesday
from Milledgeville on the first train
after Frank was abducted. <Commis-
sioner Rainey outlined the story oI the
assault on the prison guards, telling
how each guard was overcome by de-
tachments of the mob.

Chairman Davison told the story of

“the attack on the prison farm soon af-

ter his arrival, and stated that as the
Statc prison was not barricaded to re-
sist attacks by armed mobs, it was

. impossible to check the assault. He

asserted that the officials of the prison
could not be blamed for the stealing
away from the prison of Frank.

“*We kept all the guards on night
and day duty 2t tne maeain bullding in
which ¥rank was incarcerated for sev-
eral weeks,” said Mr. Davison, ‘ until
they kicked so much that two of them
guit their jobs, and we were compelled
to reduce the night guard to just five
men.

““ We had not expected an attack from
the outside, but feared harm would_be
done to Frank inside the prison, We
had no money to employ additional
guards for Frank's defense, and it was
simply up to the Governor to furnish
protection to Frank. Only the militia
coulld have resisted Monday night's at-
tack.”

In reply to the charge that it was his
duty to protect Frank from Monday
night's mob, Governor Harris said:

‘1T would have gladly called out the
militia for Frank's protection had the
proper civil authorities notified me of
the danger or had 1 received any in-
forréxa.tion that such an attack would be
made.

‘““« Recently I held the militia in readi-
ness to malke a hurrted trip to Milledge-~
vilie to protect ¥Frank when I was in
receipt of nformeation that a mob was
organizing at Marietta to go to Mill-
edgevillg, The law specifies, though.
that the Governor shall be notified by
gome of the constituted ecivil authorvi-
ties of outbreaks before he shall call
out the militta.”

Numbers of letters were received to-
day at the Governor's office fromn peo-
ple In various parts of the country urg-
ing Governor Harris to go to the bot-
tom of the lynching.

Michael Iieintz, a Cincinnati lawyer,
wrote to Governor Harris urging an in-
quiry, and ended with the phrase:

“Tt is to be regretied that the Dixie
highway is to go through Marietta, Ga.”

Deputy Sheriff Hicks of Cobb County,
who was on the scene of the Frank
lynching about 7:30 o'clock yesterday
morning. being one of the first to ar-
rive there, was in Atlanta today a:d
made a statement to a reporter.

1 do not Dbelieve that more than
gseven or eight men, riding in threc

automobiles, Jvnehed l.eo Frank,'”' said:

the Sheriff. 1 am doing all in my
power to -discover who the lynchers
were, and if they can be ascertained 1
will surely assist.” )

‘fhe Coroner's indquest, which begun
in DMarietta yesterday morning= wad
postponed until next week., Special
counsel will probably be employved by
the coroner to assist in the inquiry;
the countv commissioners having auth-
orized such action. A special meefing
has been held by the county commis-
sioners, who expressed a determina-
tion to sift the tragedy and co-operate
witli the Governor. . .

Pictures showing ¥Frank hanging from
the tree near Marictia werce sold on tue
gtreets of Atlanta today, and the ven-
dors did a heavy business. The pictures |
were put out by a photographer, who
reached the scene of the tragedy before
the body was cut down. He has sent
the pictures to all cities in Georgia.

The sale excited some opposilion .nd
Acting Mayor Ragsdale was asked to
interfere. Mr. Ragsdale made an in-
vestigation of the law on the subject and
found that the sale of the pictures, after
a person had obtained a license for that
purpose, could not bhe stopperd,

Post cards bearing plctures of (he
I'rank lynchingz, c¢annot he sent through
the maijl. The local postoffice is de-

stroving all such cards mailed here.
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