DROPPED BY CHIEFS,
BURNS ASKS HEARING

 Where He Exposed Corruption
- Put Him Out of Police Order.

“THE FRANK CASE INVOLVED

" Head of Atlanta Force Prominent in
Move_ement to Oust Noted Sleuth
at Chiefs' Convention.

. William J. Burns, head of the Na-
Hional Detective Agency of this city, on
learning yesterday that he had been
dropped from the honorary roll of the
" International Association of Police
Chiefs, now iIn convention in Grand
Rapids, Mich., because of the activities
of his agents in the Frank case in At-
lanta, Ga., sent this telegram to the

head of that organization:

New York, June 19, 1914,

Msajor Sylvester, President Chiefs of Police
Association, Grand Rapids, 23lich.:

Have just learned of outrageous action of
one of your committees in dropping my
name from the honorary role through the
influence of a few: of my enemies. In the
interests of fair play I demand a hearing,
and will guarantee to show the association
end the public generally that this aotion
is based entirely upon my efforts to show
up the corruption and insincerity of those
directly responsible for bringing about this
gction. 1 édefy any one to point his finger

8t any dishonorable act I have ever done.

WILLIAM J. BURNS.

After sending this telegram Mr. Burns
issued a statement in which he charged
that four chiefs of police of cities
where he had uncovered corruption had
engineered the plan to have him
dropped from the chiefs’ association.

Ir. Burns received his first intimation
that he was to be put out of the asso-
ciation in a telegram from one of his
detectives who is in Grand Rapids. This
‘message said that a committee had rec-
ommended that Mr. Burns should be
dropped, but that the convention had
adjourned for the day without taKing

final action.

I.ater dispatches showed that this was
an error and that the association had
voted to drop Mr. Burns. The private
message to Mr. Burns, which he said
““ gave the whole plot away,” asserted
that Police Chief Hill of Chattanooga,
Tenn., made the motion that Burns's

" name should be stricken from the roll,

while Police Chief Beavers of Atlanta,
" Ga., where the Frank case is being in-
vestigated, made the principal speech
in ‘favor of the motion. JAajor Sylves-
ter, it was said, stopped Chief Beavers
before he could conciude an attack upon

the Burns methods in the Frank case.

. One line in the message read: *‘‘The
eve sat back of Chief Hill, promplting
him.”” When asked what this line
meant Mr. Burns said that ‘“ the eye”
was the expression Burns men used for
the name of W. A. Pinkerton, head of

the Pinkerton Detective Agency.

* This action in Grand Rapids,” said
Detective Burus, * brings the issue of
the Frank case to the fore again. And
again I am under the necessity of mak-
ing a statement I have made many
times. It is that Frank is absolutely

innocent. 1 know this fact to be true,

and I shall have to go on repealing it
because I cannot stultify mysell just
for the sake of saving something pobD-
ular. Not only is Frank innocent, but
he ig the victim of a police frame-up. |1
have said that thing many times before,
too, and I have to say it again at the

time this action is taken against me.

“ T was well warned what would hap-
pen if I went into the Frank case. 1
was not at all surprised at the bitter as-
saults upon me which followed my un-
covering the manner of the police:
frame-up. You know the papers were
full of stories for days that I was to be
indicted. They searched my record with
a' fine tooth comb to find some shred

of ‘evidence on which to indict me.

‘“ Of course, they failed in their pur-
pose. I was not indicted, but the insin-
uation that 1 was going to be had a

certain effect.

. “Now I have been making investi-
gations for many Yyears and I have
never Yyet stopped to consider my per-
sonal welfare after once going into a
case. I have uncovered whatever cor-
ruption was- to be found, regardless of

swwho was turned up into the light.

“ Of coyrse enemies have grown up
along the way. In one city, for in-
stance, an evangelist and a voung wom-
an were making a crusade to clean up
the city. City detectives brought a
foul charge against the evangelist,
with police testimony to back it up. I
proved the charge to be utterly ridicu-
lous and a police frame-up. and the
chief of police inveolved was ousted
from office. He is no longer a chief
of police, but he is at the chiefs’ con-
vention working to have my name
thrown from the honor roll without a

hearing.

“Ask anybody in Buffalo why the
Buffalo Chief of Police should think
badlx of the Burns Agency. A man
ir a prominent official position once
proposed to me that I join him in doing
an unlawful thing that would destroy

the legal rights of a prisoner.

o 'ZT[‘he prisoner happened to be J. J.
McNamara. It was proposed that I kid-
nap him, and swear that he had gone
with me voluntarily. Other officlals
were fo be provided as witnesses, who
‘would swear that they heard his prom-
Ise he would go voluntarily. I finished
my relations with the man who made
this proposal rather quickly. He is now
exerting a large influence at the Grand
Rapids convention, and if I am given a
hearing I will tell his name and all the
incidents connected with his present

activity.

“ It was entirely in keeping with the!
records of some of my enemies that thev !
should have acted against me without.
giving me a hearing. They never would

have dared to invite me to a hearing

first.

‘“ Chief J. L. Beavers of Atlanta has
what, may be, he thinks are good
grounds for speaking against me, but
I am absolutely confident that the truth
about the Frank case will vet come out
in gpite of all the influences that keep the

olice theory of the crime from being

scredited publicly.”
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