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) ‘WARD GREENE, evi-
An Attack  dently writing from
Gave It personal knowledge,
presents {n the June

lrgportance. issue of The American
Mercury what he calls “A Note for the
History of the Klan.” 1t is the story
of the starting of the Ku Klux Klan
as this generation knows it, with the
‘name of the old one but not much else.
It was a very small beginning by two

- men, SIMMONS and CLaRK, who were
|regarded by their acquaintances in At-
‘lanta with humorous and half-pitying
tolerance, as engaged in a queer money-
making scheme of next to no importance
|to anybody exceépt themselves. Accord-
ing to Mr. GREENE, nobody in Atlanta
Itook the new Kn Klux Klan with any
‘serlousness or ascribed to It any merit
‘until The New TYork World chose to
'attack it and In a serfes of caretully
i documented articles exposed the sordid-
ness of its leaders and the ruthless ex-
ploitation to which their followers were
subjected. Immediately the organization
profited in a way that would have been
impossible in any other part of the
country. Nobody in Atlanta took the
trouble to refute The World's charges,
but there was a general feeling of re-
sentment that Northerners should hdve

F
| 80 numerous .as are the assertions that

this or that gland serves cnormously
important purposes in the physlcnl econ-
‘omy, and that the much already gac-
complished with them Is golng to be
multiplied as time goes on and knowl-
edge Increases,

Several of the gland products already
have entered into the routine practics
of medicine, and there is every !indica-
tion that they are worthy of further
study and research. There are quacks in
that field, but there are also wlse and

presumed to meddle with a matter that
belonged exclusively to the South. |

The result was that The World's cam-
paign was the making of the absurd,
and noxious Klan. It at once found de-
fenders in men who only had laughed
at it before, and Mr, GREENE'S implica-
tion s that Lxcept for outside inter-
ference the Klan would have remained
the weakling it was then and perished
soon. He also says that LEQ FRANK
never would have been lynched had not’
his Northern friends ‘‘moved heaven and .
earth to save him'—that again it was
Southern resentment of attempts by
outsiders to tell the South what it should
and should not do.

One wonders that a Southern writer

should put forward a theory so little
creditable to the intelligence of his sec-
tion, but the theory has a certain plausi-
billty. It would have more if the Klan
had not spread through several States
before The World attacked it, and if it
had not gained, later, great power in
many parts of the North, where the
same feellngs do not prevail.

By whatever of accu-

Case of racy there is in Mr.
Another GREENE'S explanation of
Meddling, the Ku Klux Klan's rise
to power, and of the

LE0O FRANK lynching,. by so much is
there created a likellhood that it was
a grave mistake, from Professor
SCoPES’S point of view, for CLARENCE DAR-
ROW and DupLery IFIELD MALONE to offer.
their services as counsel in pis ap-.

proaching trial for teaching evolution in
the Dayton High School.

Tennessee is not Georgla, to be sure,
but it has a good deal of the general
Southern confidence in its own ability
to attend to its own affairs without!
help from the North, and of the in-
eradicable Southern belief that North-
erners do not and can not understand
Southern problems.. It may be, there-
fore, that these eminent lawyers will
hurt rather than help the professor's
case,

Whether Mr, BryaN counts as a South-
erner or not we do not know. If the
title is refused to him, he may baelance
the other two, as a meddler on the other
side—create, that is, equal motives for
acquittal and conviction of Professor
Scores, and what will happen then? -

Incidentally, why does Tennessee stop
at blology In its maintenance of the
Bible's authority on scientific questions?
The astronomy textbooks used in the
State’s schools are contradicted by a
far larger number of biblical texts
than that supporting belief in the spe-
clal creation of man, and there is's lot
of very high and old authority for main-
taining that the astronomers are not
only wrong, but wicked and blasbhe-
mous, in contending that the éarth goes
around the sun, instead of the sun golng
around the earth, which anybody can!
see with his own eyes is what the sun
really does. The ecclesiastical magnates
of GALILEO'S day energetically character-
1zed him as a sinner who was as poor
as & phllosopher and physicist as he

was as a theologlan,

The geologies now used in Tennessgee’s
schools, too, are quite as objectionable
as the astronomies and the biologles,
and in consistency the State should bar
all science teaching of every kind. None
'of it is based on thée Book of Genesls.
-Even Mr., BrYAN seems willing to grant
all the animals to the evolutionists.
'That is just as heretical as is the in-
clusion of man in the common system.

Having noted that

His Case I3 our glphabet hasn't
Good half enough charac-

but Hopeless. ters to give a sep-

€ . arate symbol to
each separate sound in spoken language,
which is what a perfect alphabet cer-
tainly would do, Franx H. VIZETELLY
solemnly proposes the addition of thirty-
six new letters to the twenty-six we now
have! He eveg has gone further and

has drawn the forms of the new letters

a3 he would have them! They include
elght variants on our present "'a,'"" five
on our ‘‘e,'”” and so on.

"This Is an excellent ides, with a lot of
good arguments In its favor. There Is
probably only one against Iit—people
simply will not take the trouble that
would be Involved in substituting an
ideal alphabet for our admittedly Im-
perfect and insufficient collection of let-
ters. Perfect alphabets have been made
before, just as have perfect languages,
but they all have heen rejected, and in
all probability they never will be ac-
cepted anywhere, Somehow they are aut
of harmony with fundamental human
instincts, and with our inveterate ten-

dency to put up with familiar {lls until
they become really Intolerable.

The estimable spelling reformers have
run up against that tendency. They
have dented it a little, but it still stands
firm, though they ask far less than does
Mr. VIzETELLY. And then there i3 M. B.
CorsworTE, with his admirable vear of
thirteen months, each with twenty-eight
days. He, too, is unanswerable in argu-
Jnent, and is confident of winning at
last and even soon, but the rest of us
have more than doubt.

There ig a lot of talk

Medicme's  about “glands” at the

New big medical conven-

Department, tion in Atlantic City,

Some of the speakers

have only derision for the more sensa-

tional claims made for extracts from

these mysterious organs, and none of

them seems to believe that youth can
be restored by their use.

The denlala, howeaver, are by no means

careful men not a fow,
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